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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

Modern Language Association of America* 



The Seventh Annual Convention of the Modern Language 
Association of America was held in Sever Hall, Harvard 
University (Cambridge, Mass.), on December 26, 27 and 28, 
1889. On Thursday evening, December 26, the First Session 
was called to order at 8.25 o'clock by the President, James 
Russell Lovk^ELL, who said : 

Ladies and Gentlemen : — It has been my good fortune to know 
all the Presidents of Harvard College and of the University from 
President Kirkland, ex-ofiicio decessit in 1829, to the present day ; 
and if President Eliot were not present, I should say that, perhaps, 
all of them together had not done so much for the University as he 
has. I would refrain from saying it, however, in consideration of his 
presence ; but I will say that I know no other man whom I can so 
confidently call upon to make a few remarks, and accordingly I hope 
that we shall hear from him. 

Then followed the two addresses, which have appeared in the 
Publications, vol. v, pp. 1-22, of the Association : first, the re- 
marks of welcome by Chas. W. Eliot, President of Harvard 
University ; and, secondly, the regular address of the evening 
by James Russell Lowell, President of the Association. 

The Society then adjourned to the house of President Eliot 
who, in a communication issued by the Local Committeef of 
the Convention, had tendered a reception to the members of the 
Association. This courtesy was enjoyed by about sixty dele- 

♦The Secretary of the Association regrets that in editing these Proceedings he is unable 
to refer the reader directly to the pages of the Puhlicaiions where the papers read before 
the Convention have appeared, or will appear, in full. The irregularity with which papers 
have come into his hands 'for publication makes page-reference impossible at present : it has 
been thought best, however, to issue the Proceedings at this time, although a few of the 
original papers have not yet appeared in the Publications, 

fCf. Appendix iv, at the end of these Proceedings. 
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gates, of whom many had never before been able to attend 
the annual meetings and become acquainted with their fellow- 
workers. A special feature of the occasion, besides the generous 
hospitality of the host and accomplished hostess, was the 
presence of Mr. Lowell, whose personal acquaintance it was 
esteemed a privilege to make by numerous members who had 
not met the genial pioneer of modern culture in America. 



The Second Session, on December 27, was called to order at 
ID a. m. by Vice-President, Professor Calvin Thomas of the 
University of Michigan, who opyened the meeting as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Association : — I have one or two announce- 
ments to make in behalf of the Local Committee : first, it will be 
well, perhaps, to repeat the announcement* which has probably 
fallen under the eyes of most of you, that the St. Botolph Club of 
Boston has extended to the members of the Association an invitation 
to avail themselves, whether they stay in Boston or Cambridge, of 
the hospitality of the club, excepting, however, the evening of Satur- 
day, December 28th. Also that a similar invitation has been ex- 
tended by the Hasty-Pudding Club of Cambridge, The rooms of the 
Hasty-Pudding Club are in close proximity to the building here, and 
will be found very convenient by members who wish to read the 
papers, or write letters, or while away an hour. I wish also to an- 
nounce that Miss Longfellow has kindly consented to open her house 
to the members of the Association and show them Mr. Longfellow's 
study, on Saturday between two and three o'clock. 

We will now proceed to the regular order of business, and will 
listen first to the report of the Secretary. 

The Secretary, Prof. A. M. Elliott (Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity) then presented a brief statement of the proceedings of 
the Sixth Annual Convention, held at the University of Cincin- 
nati on December 26, 27 and 28, 1888, as follows: 

The Sixth Annual Convention of the Modern Language Associ- 
ation OF America, was held in the Law School Building, University 
of Cincinnati, on December 26, 27 and 28, 1888. In the absence of the 
President, Prof J. M. Hart, Univ. of Cincinnati, occupied the Chair. 
At the First Session (Dec. 26), Ex-Governor J. D. Cox. President of 
the University of Cincinnati, gave an address of welcome, which was 
followed with an address by Prof. E. D. Morris, of the Lane Theo- 
logical Seminary, on "The Language and Literature of Wales." 

At the opening of the Second Session, on Dec. 27, a brief report of 
the Secretary was read and this was followed by a succinct statement 
of the accounts of the Association by the Treasurer, Dr. Henry Al- 
fred Todd (Johns Hopkins Univ.). Committees were then appoint- 
ed as follows : 

*Cf. Appendix iii, at the end of these Proceedings. 
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1. To suggest names of officers for the ensuing year, Prof. ALcfiE 

FoRTiER, of Tulane University, Chairman. 

2. To suggest place for holding next meeting of the Association, 

Prof. Calvin Thomas, Univ. of Michigan, Chairman. 

3. To present resolutions commemorative of Prof Otis' death, Dr. 

Philippe B. Marcou, Univ. of Michigan, Chairman. 

4. To audit the Treasurer's report. Dr. Herbert Eveleth Greene, 

Cathedral School of St. Paul, Chairman. 
The Association then proceeded to the reading of papers that v/^r^ 

presented at this and the .succeeding meetings : 
Second Session. December, 27 (Thursday). 

I. The Allegory as employed by Spenser, Bunyan and Swift. 
Dr. Herbert Eveleth Greene, Cathedral School of St. 
Paul, L. I. 
1. On the Origin and Development of the Story of Reynard the 
Fox. 
Professor Adolph Gerber, Earlham College, Indiana. 
3. Italian Poetry and Patriotism at the Beginning of the Nine- 
teenth Century. 
Professor F. M. Page, University of the South, Tenn. 
Third Session. 

1. Notes on the Elizabethan Prose. 

Professor James M. Garnett, University of Virginia. 

2. The Origin of the Separable Compound Verbs in German. 

Professor Hans C. G. von Jagemann, Indiana University. 

3. The Study of Modern Languages in some of our Secondary 

Schools. 
Professor Casimir Zdanowicz, Vanderbilt Univ., Tenn. 
Fourth Session. December 28 (Fridav). 

1. Dante's Paradiso : Cantos xxiv-xxvi. 

Professor Edw. L. Walter, University of Michigan. 

2. The Huguenot Element in Charleston's Pronunciation. 

Professor Sylvester Primer, College of Charleston, S.C. 

3. On the Impersonal Verbs in German. 

Dr. Julius Goebel, New York City. 
Fifth Session 

t. La Naissance du Chevalier au Cisne and the Cycle of the 
Crusades. 
Dr. Henry A. Todd, Johns Hopkins University, Md. 

2. The Anglo-Saxon House at the Time of Cynewulf. 

Professor Hugo Schilling, Wittenberg College, Ohio. 

3. The Geste of Auberi le Bourgoing. 

Dr. Thomas McCabe, University of Michigan. 
At the opening of the Fifth Session, Reports were presented by the 
afore-said Committees and, in addition to these, the following : 

1. By a Committee appointed at the Baltimore Convention (1886), 

Prof. Henry Wood, Johns Hopkins Univ., Chairman, to assist in 
raising funds for the proposed monument to the Grimm Brothers 
at Hanau. 

2. By a Committee appointed at the Philadelphia Convention (1887), 

Prof. J. M. Hart, Univ. of Cincinnati, Chairman, to memorialize 
Congress on the subject of Import'duty on Foreign books. 

3. By a Committee, Prof. Edw. S. Sheldon, Harvard- Univ., Chair- 

man, Ukewise appointed at the Philadelphia Convention, to 
consider the advisability of holding the Annual Convention of 
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this Association at a time of year other than the Christmas holi- 
days. 
4. On the progress and development of the Phonetic Section of this 
Association, by Prof. Gustaf Karsten, Secretary, Indiana Uni- 
versity.* 
The Convention then adjourned to meet according to the recom- 
mendation of the above-mentioned committee on place of meeting, 
at such time and place as might later seem best to the Executive 
Council. 

This Report was accepted and followed immediately by the 
Treasurer's statement which is given below : 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Cash on hand January I, 1889 $178.75 

Receipts for 1889 460.00 

Total 638.75 

Expenditures 569.83 

Balance on hand Jan. i, 1S90 % 68.92 

Professor Thomas then remarked : — There are now certain com- 
mittees to be appointed ; first, a committee on nomination of officers 
for the ensuing year. I will announce as that committee. Professor 
Edw. S. JOYNES of the University of South Carolina, Chairman ; a 
committee on place of meeting in 1890, Professor H. C. G. Brandt 
of Hamilton Coll., Chairman ; as a committee to audit the Treasur- 
er's report that you have just heard read, I will appoint Professor 
Edw. S. Sheldon of this University and Professor Henry Wood of 
the Johns Hopkins University. 

During the year that has just passed, the Association has lost an 
active and efficient member in the person of Professor Casimir 
Zdanowicz of Vanderbilt University. It seems proper that the Asso- 
ciation should pay some tribute to his memory. I should like, there- 
fore, to call upon Professor Sylvester Primer of Providence, and 
Professor Charles W. Kent of the Univ. of Tenn., to prepare resolu- 
tions upon the death of Professor Zdanowicz. — Before we pass to the 
reading of papers, the Secretary has some announcements to make 
to the Association. 

Professor A. M. Elliott: — I have been accustomed, after my brief 
report, to refer to what the Association has been doing each year in 
the line of publications, and I want particularly to emphasize this 
matter before going on. In Cincinnati (or rather I might say, before 
we came to the meeting in Cincinnati) our publications had grown so 
large and unwieldy that they could not conveniently be published in 
one volume. -This fact was brought before the meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council in Cincinnati, with a proposition to have the Transac- 

*Cf. Appendix iv, at the end of these Proceedings, 
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tions of the Association published in instalments. The plan was 
approved by them ; namely, that the Transactions should be pub- 
lished in regular instalments (if possible, in quarterly numbers) and 
that the reports of the discussions (the regular proceedings in other 
words) should be issued in a small volume by itself, and distributed^ 
of course, to the members. As soon as I returned from Cincinnati, I 
set to work on the Transactions, and the first number was brought 
out ; the members of the Association have all received, I trust, the 
different instalments as they have appeared, making four numbers 
altogether, or three including the last number — a work issued by Dr. 
H. A. Todd, covering two issues of the Publications. The number 
of pages in these four issues is larger, by about one hundred, than had 
ever before been published by the Association in one year, so far as 
the Transactions are concerned. The Publications, then, have gone 
on with some success. I have received a great many complimentary 
notices regarding them, not only in this country but from our friends 
in Europe, and public mention has been made in the pleasantest way 
with reference to the work done by us. 

There is one point I am sorry to have to bring before the Associa- 
tion, and for which, of course, I am held responsible to a certain extent. 
It is this ; at our conventions we have had the custom of employing a 
reporter to take down an exact report of the doings of the convention 
in order that members might have verbatim reports of the discussions 
throughout the sessions. Last year in Cincinnati, this was done as 
usual. As was thought at the time, a responsible man was employed, 
one who was highly recommended, I think, by Professor Hart of the 
University of Cincinnati, and also by some of the leading men of Cin- 
cinnati who had been connected with Associations for which this 
gentleman had reported before. The man himself belonged to one 
of the good law firms of Cincinnati and was, besides, a professional 
reporter. He was present at every session and, apparently, took 
notes conscientiously. There was no trouble in that line. When I 
left Cincinnati, he promised to have his notes ready and in my hands 
within a month. I, therefore, announced to our members that the 
proceedings and discussions of papers should be issued at an early 
date, counting entirely on this gentleman to furnish me the notes. 
At the end of a month or six weeks I received no notes and com- 
municated with him, and he promised me that they should be in my 
hands within a very short time, and the thing went on in that way by 
a series of promises, and has thus gone on during the whole year. I 
appealed to Professor Hart in the matter, who visited the man twice 
and endeavored to get something out of him ; like promises were 
repeated by him to Prof. Hart. But up to this time I have received 
only a few pages of notes, and these pages were published in the 
Transactions as the address of welcome by ex-Governor J. D. Cox 
at the opening of the session in Cincinnati. This is a matter about 
which I feel responsible to the Associatiori and I am sorry indeed 
that any members should have been disappointed in regard to it. I 
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have received a number of letters concerning it, but it has been out 
of my power to get any notes out of the man ; after an agreement 
thoroughly in accord in every respect with business principles, the 
man has totally failed and I was informed that there was nothing 
short of a law-suit that would bring him to terms ; he simply seems 
to lack all moral sense in reference to his obligation toward us, al- 
though he took his notes, apparently, during the sessions. 

Our membership at present amounts to 281 as I have just noticed 
by the copy of names that has been handed to me. This is about 
what our number has been for the last two or three years. The 
interest in the Association in different parts of the country has been 
considerably awakened during the past year, and we have had a 
great deal of help from quarters where we did not expect it at all. 
Interest has developed in furthering the objects of the Association, 
in encouraging the principles of a high standard of scholarship for 
modern language work as held by the Association ; publication of 
papers, etc., has gone on as noted, above, and our contributions to 
literature and language have been very cordially received wherever 
we have had notice of them. 

I would add one remark more before sitting down with reference 
to Professor Zdanowicz. I was glad to see a committee appointed 
to draw up resolutions regarding his death. He was with us last 
year and was one of our most earnest workers, in truth, has been one 
from the very beginning of this Society ; before the Association was 
formed, in fact, he was one of the most zealous supporters of advanc- 
ed work ; sympathetic in every sense of the word with the reform of 
instruction in the modern languages. He presented a paper at the 
Convention of last year, an exhaustive treatment of certain details 
of instruction in the Secondary Schools in modern languages, and he 
was to have sent me the paper before the beginning of the vacation 
last summer (1889). I have a letter of his in which he said that he 
would wait till the end of the vacation in order that he might exaniine 
the last report of the National Bureau of Education to see if there 
were any material changes within the past year in the modern lan- 
guage work. As most of you know, perhaps, he returned to college 
(Vanderbilt), began his work in September, fell ill and died very 
suddenly. His paper, I have no doubt, will be presented for publi- 
cation in the future. It needs little revision, I have heard, and it is a 
most thorough treatment of a certain line of work in connection with 
the Secondary Schools and their relation to modern languages. 

Professor Cohn (Harvard University) then moved that the 
limit rule adopted by previous Conventions of the Association 
should be enforced on the present occasion : thirty minutes for 
reading of papers, ten minutes for opening the discussion and 
five minutes for each succeeding speaker. Adopted. 
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The Association then proceeded to the reading of papers and 
and the first one presented was on 

I. "The relation of Shakespeare to 'The Taming of the 
Shrew,' " by Professor A. H. Tolman, Ripon College, Wiscon- 
sin. 

This paper was read by Dr. Herbert Eveleth Greene, 
of Long Island, who opened the discussion as follows : 

It is fortunate, perhaps, that I am permitted to open this discussion 
as I fear that I may not have done the paper complete justice in my 
reading. I was obliged to make so many condensations and omis- 
sions that the style may have seemed more broken and less consecu- 
tive than is really the case ; I have also omitted many references 
which show extensive reading and careful study on the part of Pro- 
fessor TOLMAN. 

A great help in studying the relation of these two plays, and 
Shaksper^'s relation to both, is the recently published " Bankside 
Edition" which prints the two plays in parallel columns. To this 
edition, Professoi' Tolman had no access in preparing his paper. 
Indeed it . was a part of his original plan to publish as a part of the 
paper the two plays in parallel columns ; the full MS. of his paper 
contains the story of the two plays in parallel columns for con- 
venience of reference. 

I wish to emphasize what seems to me an important point in Pro- 
fessor Tolman's paper, the careful manner in which he separates the 
personal element frotn the impersonal. This is a greater excellence 
than might appear at first thought to those who are not familiar with 
the various discussions by editors and commentators upon the author- 
ship of the play. 

There is hardly any play that presents more difficult questions, I 
think, than this "Taming of the Shrew." There is the widest range 
of opinion about the authorship, some going so far as to say that 
Shakspere wrote the whole of "The Taming of a Shrew," others 
going so far as to say that he did not write any of "The Taming of 
the Shrew." Both views certainly seem to be extravagant ; and there 
has been a gradual consensus of opinion- toward substantially the 
views set forth by Professor Tolman in his paper. The only variance 
would be in the parts assigned to the several writers. 

The matter of verse-tests is one that has called out more intemper- 
ate language than, perhaps, any other subject connected with Shak- 
sperian study. Perhaps this has been provoked in part by the ex- 
travagant claims that have been made for verse-tests. It is easy to 
ridicule them, as Swinburne has shown us : on the other hand, it 
certainly seems that one with eyes and ears must recognize the fact 
that there is a wide difference between the verse of Shakspere's 
early plays and that of his later plays. Whatever may be Professor 
Tolman's views on this subject, it is to be noticed that he makes no 



